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Hard Times 

 

What’s better, having everything that you want; or all the 

friends that you need? 

 

People feel the need to be better than others 

 

Because no one knows the struggle, the guilt that other 

people go through. 

 

What is popularity though? Is it just the need to fit in? 

 

They say if you’re broke you’re a joke but why does money 

matter so much? 

 

Things pile up on people and it hurts 

Isn’t it enough that people can be so rough? 

 

Even if you’re not tough people still treat you like dirt 

cause’ they don’t know 

That you’re already hurt! 

 

- Carli 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Comrades, 

Isn’t it ignorant of you to destroy your own home? You are 

destroying nature, and exploiting your resources. The earth 

 is here to thrive, to be shared among each other. Nature is 

dying, where the animals live amongst us. The earth is  

becoming polluted by day and by night. Earth is who I am. 

 Sincerely, 

In the name of Earth 

 
 
 

I Stand 

I stand for myself, 

and being a good person 

I wish for a better world 

And I want to change it. 

 

- Florence 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Happiness 

Happiness is comfort 

To be comfortable doing and being who ever 

Being and doing whatever you like 

It is expressing yourself 

Happiness is what you want it to be 

Good memories, fun and cheerful 

Happiness is feeling the wind brush against your body when 

skateboarding downhill 

Happiness is the feeling of freedom  

And being comfortable with yourself 

- Tasso 

 

Monsters in a cage 

Monsters trapped in a cage 

Judged by appearance in depression, no respect 

No understanding, no future 

Live to die decisions for revenge 

Wreak havoc on all the world. 

- Rachel 

 

Social Justice is… 

A type of charity 

Caring about others 

When we can change the world sometimes 

Making a difference 

Countries in need becoming a better place 

Improving people’s lives and self-esteem 

Social justice will unite you and I. 

- Written by The Social Justice Committee 

 

Thoughts 

Misery, darkness, cruelty for a second? 

Man that sounds like the start of a redemption story 

But it’s not even close. 

This is about how people go back and forth in their heads. 

“Oh, I’m happy.” “Oh, I’m depressed.” 

What is the meaning of life? 

Well, life has no definition. It’s full of second chances and broken hearts. 

Life is cruel. It likes to give and take. 

What you must learn is to take that and turn it into inspiration. 

- Tasso 



Equality 

Everyone is equal 

Everyone is equal in their own way 

Everyone has to be equal no matter what 

Equality is something you earn 

Equality is something you fight for 

Men and women should equality in sports 

Everyone is equal in different ways. 

- Written by the Social Justice Committee 

 

 

This is Who I am 

I may not be perfect, but I can fly to China 

I always wish for a Ferrari because I love speed 

I do my best to understand school work, like Math 

I can create a great mood 

I want the people around me to feel happy and joyful 

I hold onto some things forever, like my friends 

I have unusual ideas, like flying to Africa 

If I were an animal, I’d be a dog because they are friendly 

I am unique 

 

- Sophia 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Happiness? 

Happiness is nothing material, yet you can grasp it, seize it, 

At least for a moment of time 

Yet all you need is a moment 

The things that you and I do now  

Will someday be stories to tell 

To friends, to loved ones 

- Gabe 

 

 

 

Haiku 

Future is cloudy 

Choose not to have disappointment 

Love and life are yours 

- Rachel 

 

 



Who I Am 

I may not be perfect, but I can only adjust so much to what 

others want 

I always wish for people to wake up and stop fighting over 

nonsense 

I do my best to understand people so that I know where they 

are coming from 

I can try to live a positive and free-flowing life, for myself 

I want the people around me to feel how I feel 

I hold onto some things forever, like friendships and good 

memories 

I have unusual ideas that are too complex to explain 

I have a secret talent – I can bring out peoples’ good vibes 

I am free spirited. 

- Tasso 

 

Life & Reality 

I wandered on the road 

I touched and trusted it 

Discovering secrets, hidden far away 

Feeling broken and confused 

Fears can be complicated 

Rage 

I hate the wrong path 

 

- Flo 

 

I Am Who I Want to Be 

I may not be perfect, but I can try 

I always wish for a talent to perform   

I do my best to understand art 

I can create anything I choose to 

I want the people around me to feel excited 

I hold onto some things forever,  

Like memories that will never fade 

If I were an animal, I’d be a tiger and be free 

I have a secret talent – I can feel peoples’ thoughts 

I am human 

- Rachel 

 

Haiku 

I must change the present. 

I have the opportunity to do what’s right. 

If I drop the lazy act. 

- Tasso 

 

 

 

 



 

By Flo 

 

 

Cheese 

I stand for myself and try to do the best I can 

Without anybody knowing 

I don’t do it for anyone else but for my own satisfaction 

Now you know how I hide my talent and I’m not all show 

I keep my work on the ‘down low’ 

Don’t ask me why…I get kinda shy 

 

I wish people would stop being conservative 

And be more open 

Not only for themselves, but for others too 

Stop being boxed in and show your free spirit 

And that is what I will be… 

Open minded to the world’s gifts  

 

I want to change the way people think of me! 

Yes, I’m laid back, but not lazy. 

I still have that spark 

And yes, this might sound cheesy, but I love cheese! 

 

Tasso 



 

 

One of Many 

 

I may not be perfect, but who is? 

I always wish for society to be less ignorant 

I do my best to understand that you can’t solve all the world’s 

problems 

But we can try 

I can leave this world a better place than when I found it 

I want the people around me to feel motivated 

I hold onto some things forever, like inspiration, aspiration and 

fight for a cause 

I have unusual ideas, like common sense to be more common 

I have a secret talent – I can shed light on dark times 

I am one of many, with purpose 

- Gabe 

 

 

 

No Snow 

Winter’s coming and it’s so cold,  

So all the flowers will get old. 

All the pipes will get washed off, 

Like the ones that grow mold. 

Soon the snow will begin to fall, 

but that may not even happen at all. You ask why? 

It’s because of global warming.  

It’s something that we all bring, 

That’s why I gotta sing.  

We all contribute, but we have to stop it… 

Before the world has a fit. 

If we want the world to last, and not go down with a blast 

We have to act now. 

We have to make a difference, so listen to me now;  

So we don’t go out with a bang.  

We all live on this world, and we have to take care of it,  

Before we sit and smell  

The scented candles that were lit. 

This is a problem and we need to take care of the people,  

All of them! 

Carli 

 

“I Stand For” by Carli 

I stand for the right to be unique 

And the right to be different 

I wish for a better future, a better life 

And for a clean beautiful world 

I want to change peoples’ minds and decisions 

And change the mindset of ignorant people. 



 

 

By Ricki 

 

 

I Am a Dreamer 

I may not be perfect, but I can change the world 

I always wish for a better world 

I do my best to understand the world and the people in it 

I can create forgiveness 

I want the people around me to feel happy and loved 

I hold onto some things forever, 

Like my dream to become a millionaire 

I have unusual ideas, like huge dreams 

If I were an animal, I’d be a lion  

And be able to rule the world and make a difference 

I am a changer, and a dreamer 

- Florence 

 

A Letter, From John 

Dear Earth, 

I am leaving you. It’s not your fault. It’s actually not, this time.     

It’s just that I am not good for you. I hurt you too much. That 

Is not right. Also, not to be cute, but you are kind of old. I just  

need more time to spread my jets to outer space. 

 Sincerely, 
Tasso 

 



 

By Sophia 

 

 

What is Happiness? 

 

Happiness is money and being popular 

Happiness is being lazy 

Happiness is about not caring; ignoring the rest 

Happiness is forgetting about the world’s corruption 

 

But is it really? 

 

Happiness to me is being healthy, and not about wealth 

It is not about being popular, but having a family by my side 

Happiness to me is not being lazy, but to work hard, to help the 

ones who can’t afford to be lazy 

Happiness is caring, not “ignoring”!  

Happiness is to notice the unfortunate  

And make a difference 

Because we can! 

Happiness is knowing that you make someone else happy 

Simply… 

Because they need us! 

 

- Francis 



Future 

It’s unexpected 

The future is far away 

But let’s try to change it. 

- Flo 

 

Happiness 

Happiness is hanging out with my best friend, talking non-stop 

Happiness is sitting with my brother Ethan  

Watching our favourite tv shows 

Happiness is hearing my brother Adam’s band  

Play “Look Good, Feel Good” 

Happiness is the love I share with my brothers Marc and Mitch 

Happiness is kicking back with a good book 

And walking in my room every day to watch my bird play 

Happiness is watching my little cousin play 

And enjoying life despite the fact that he’s autistic 

Happiness is sitting with my mom, having sushi 

And hearing my dad play guitar, watching in amazement 

And hoping I can do the same 

- Carli 

 

consumer 

the perception of how your friends see you 

the need to fit in 

chasing after the popularity 

things are starting to pile up 

no more money, worse, no more friends 

feeling guilty 

angry 

Go with the Flo 

 

This is Me 

I may not be perfect, but I can relate to people well 

I always wish to travel 

I do my best to understand the people around me 

I can create baked goods….and mayhem! 

I want the people around me to feel happy and loved 

I hold onto some things forever, like a stuffed animal 

I have unusual ideas, like wanting more power than my parents 

If I were an animal, I’d be a dog, loyal and fluffy 

I have a secret talent – I can dance 

I am real and visible 

- Ricki 



I Am The Way I Am 

 

I may not be perfect, but I can listen to you, and talk to you 

I always wish for a good future and a nice life 

I do my best to understand the problems I hear, and I try not 

to fear 

I can create a beautiful rhyme when I have the time 

I want the people around me to feel confident, safe and 

comfortable 

I hold onto some things forever, like the jokes people say or the 

stories they tell 

I have unusual ideas, like a good idea for a poem or a rap 

If I were an animal, I’d be a blue shark because I’m calm but can 

be fierce 

I have a secret talent – I can draw anime characters 

I am the quiet and shy one who’s likely to hide on my own 

- Carli 

 

Dark 

In the dark sunlight 

I see myself in the dark twilight 

When I am gone in the darkness of twilight 

When I see the dark, sparkling light 

When I think about the dark sunlight 

In all the darkness I see hope 

Under that hope I see a black period 

Adrianna 

 

 

Am I Weird? 

 

I may not be perfect, but I can do things that I like 

I always wish for a car, like a Mini Cooper 

I do my best to understand things in class and outside of school 

I can create memories 

I want the people around me to feel happy and have fun 

I hold onto some things forever, like hope and faith 

I have unusual ideas, like crazy weird ones, and more… 

If I were an animal, I’d be a horse because they are free spirits 

I have a secret talent – I can work with a horse 

I am a weird kid 

 

- Adrianna 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Are you Crazy? 

 

I close my eyes and try to picture a better future.  

Though all I see are drunk guys,  

Smokin’ weed and gettin’ high. 

 

I keep on thinkin’ to myself, God why? 

Is this what the world has come to?  

If so I don’t know what I should do. 

 

I can’t take seeing people doing drugs,  

Getting beat up and mugged by all these thugs  

And throwin’ up on rugs. 

 

It’s so hard for me to believe  

That people can just close their eyes and  

dream.  

They can’t see that this world  

Is falling apart at the seams.  

Has everybody gone crazy?! 

 

Is anybody going to save me?!  

Are your heads so wrapped up in the clouds  

that you can’t think straight?! 

 

How about you open your eyes  

And see that what you’re doing is wrong.  

 

One day you’ll realize  

You should just give up that bong. 

 

By Zombi G 

 



-   
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